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not appear upon it. Capacity and courage, with
some national spirit and patriotism, in even a few
of these might have saved the country, or at least
postponed the evil day of its undoing.

While these events were happening in the west
the policy of Tiglathpileser was receiving in the
east signal proofs of its wisdom. Among the
Aramaeans east of the Tigris certain communities
rose in rebellion against Assyria. Under the old
regime such an uprising near the capital would
liave caused the liveliest concern. The king
would have hurried home from his labors in
the west and himself have quelled the rebellion.
But Tiglathpileser had provided the rudiments of
n system of provincial government. "We have
already seen how ready he was at the very begin-
ning of his reign to set up provincial governors
with powers of administration over certain definite
districts, and with force sufficient to maintain
order. They were now responsible for the main-
tenance of the portion of the empire under their
immediate control, and well they knew that they
would be held to a strict accounting for their
work. On the old method perhaps all that he
had gained in the west would have been lost and
al] the work would have had to be begun again.
In this instance, however, the Assyrian governors
of Lulluine and of Nairi, at the heads of armies,
invaded the rebellious district and put down the
uprising with the utmost severity. When this
was accomplished there was another display of